























CONSTITUTION. 


“My son, forget not my law; but Jet thine heart keep 
my commandments; and remoye not the ancient landmarks 
which thy fathers have set.”—Solomon. 


ARTICLE I. 
OF THE GRAND LODGE IN GENERAL. 


Srotrox 1. The style of this Grand Lodge 
shall be, St. John’s Grand Lodge of the Most 
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons, of the State of New York. 

Sec. 2. It shall be composed of all Present 
and Past Grand Officers, whether elected or 
appointed, all Past Masters, Masters, and War- 
dens of Lodges under its jurisdiction, and Repre- 
sentatives elected according to rules herein 
prescribed, all of whom must be in regular 
standing in a Lodge under its jurisdiction. 

Seo. 8. The Grand Officers shall be elected 
and appointed at the regular communication in 
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4 CONSTITUTION. 


June, and shall be styled and take rank as fol- 
lows: 


‘Most Worshipful Grand Master. 
Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master. 
Right Worshipfal Senior Grand Warden. 
Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden, 


Right Worshipful Grand Secretary. 

Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer. 
(Lwo.) Right Worshipful and Reverend Grand Chaplains. 

Right Worshipful Grand Lecturer. 


Worshipful Grand Marshal. 
Worshipful Grand Standard Bearer, 
Worshipful Grand Sword Bearer. 
(Dwo.) Worshipful Grand Stewards. 
‘Worshipful Senior Grand Deacon. 
Worshipfal Junior Grand Deacon. 


Grand Pursnivant, 
Grand Tyler. 
The first nine of whom must be elected by 
ballot, and the balance appointed by the Grand 
Master. In balloting, a majority of all yotes 
cast shall be netessary for a choice; and when 
three or more candidates are in nomination, the 
one receiving the lowest number of yotes on each 
ballot shall be withdrawn until a choice shall be 
effected. 
Seo. 4. The Grand Lodge shall hold two reg- 
ular communications in each year; viz. on the 
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first Tuesdays in June and December. Special 
communications may be conyened by order of 
the Grand Master, or his Deputy; or, in their 
absence, by the officer next in rank; but no 
questions affecting the general interests of the 
craft shall be entertained or adopted, except at 
the regular communications. 

Src. 5. No Charter or Warrant shall be issued 
to asubordinate Lodge for a less sum than twenty 
dollars, and no Dispensation to form a new Lodge 
for a less sum than ten dollars; and if the same 
be confirmed, an additional sum of ten dollars to 
be paid for warrant; but if it be rejected, the 
amount is to be refunded; and all E. A., F. C., 
and M, M., made under the same, shall be consid- 
ered in good standing as such, provided they join 
some subordinate Lodge under this jurisdiction, 
within six months thereafter; and no Warrant 
or Dispensation shall be issued unless the appli- 
cation for the same be recommended by a subor- 
dinate Lodge under this jurisdiction, and accom- 
panied with a certificate of the Grand Lecturer, 
setting forth that the W. M. has passed an exam- 
ination, and been found properly qualified to 
discharge the duties of the office. 

Sec. 6. There shall be elected at the June 
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communication, a Finance Committee of three, 
to hold their office for one year. 

Szo. 7. The revenue of this Grand Lodge shall 
be derived from the following sources: 
For each Warrant, .. Q eeccceecee --$20 00 
For each Dispensation tis; Tora anew Teas -- 10 00 
And if said Dispensation is confirmed and ad litional, 10 00 

(The receipts from the above shall be held by 
the Grand Treasurer, as a fund to meet emergen- 
cies, and shall not be expended except by the 
advice of the Finance Committee and the concur- 
rence of the Grand Officers.) 

And pro rata assessments on subordinate 
Lodges to meet its current expenses. 





ARTICLE IL. 


POWERS, DUTIES, AND PRIVILEGES OF GRAND OFFICERS. 


Szorroy 1. The Grand Master has the right to 
conyene any Lodge within this jurisdiction ; to 
preside therein; to inspect their proceedings, 
and require their conformity to the rules of the 
eraft. He may require the attendance of the 
Grand Officers, and demand from them informa- 
tion respecting their office. He may make Ma- 
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sons at sight, and for this purpose may summon 
such brethren as he may deem necessary to assist 
him; or, he may, by written dispensation, con- 
vey this power to a subordinate Lodge on any 
emergency which may render such a measure 
proper. During the recess of the Grand Lodge, 
he shall have full power to grant Dispensations 
for forming new Lodges, on proper application 
for that purpose. In case of the death, absence, 
or inability of the Grand Master, the Deputy- 
Grand Master, Senior or Junior Grand Warden, 
may,-in succession, assume his prerogatives and 
duties for all regular and necessary purposes, 
Sec. 2. The Grand Secretary shall record the 
transactions of the Grand Lodge. Heshall enter 
into a suitable register all Warrants, Dispensa- 
tions, Certificates, and the name“and number of 
all Ledges under this jurisdiction. He shall, as 
soon as possible, furnish the chairman of every 
committee with a copy of the records and papers 
which relate to the business referred to them. 
He shall receive, file, and record all petitions, 
applications, and appeals, and sign and certify 
all instruments in writing, emanating from the 
Grand Lodge. He is to receive and regularly 
eredit and record all moneys of the Grand Lodge, 
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and pay the same without delay to the Grand 
Treasurer. He is charged with the correspond- 
ence of the Grand Lodge, under its general rules 
and the direction of the Grand Master. It shall 
be his duty to attend, with all necessary papers 
and writings under his control, all meetings of 
the Grand Lodge. He shall receive for his ser- 
yicessuch compensation as the Grand Lodge may 
from time to time direct. 

Seo. 8. The Grand Treasurer shall have 
charge of all funds, properties, and effects of the 
Grand Lodge. He shall pay all orders duly 
drawn and certified. It shall be his duty to 
attend all meetings of the Grand Lodge; to fur- 
nish the Finance Committee with all information 
in his power, to enable them to estimate the eur- 
rent expenses of the Grand Lodge. Upon going 
out of office he shall forthwith pay and deliver 
to his successor in office, or such other person or 
persons as the Grand Lodge may appoint, all 
funds, properties, and effects in his keeping or | 
under his control. | 

Sec. 4. The Grand Chaplains shall perform 
the religious ceremonies of the Grand Lodge. | 

Src. 5. The Grand Lecturer shall visit all the 
Lodges under this jurisdiction once in each year, 
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and see that they keep in strict conformity with 
the ancient work of the order, and report in 
relation thereto to the Grand Lodge'at the regu- 
lar communication in June. He may appoint 
one or more deputies to assist him if he deems it 
necessary. He shall thoroughly examine the 
brother named as W. M. by all applicants for 
Warrants, or Dispensations, to form new Lodges, 
and see that he is properly qualified to perform 
the work. 

Seo. 6. The duties of the Grand Marshal, 
Grand Standard Bearer, Grand Sword Bearer, 
Grand Steward, Grand Deacons, and Grand Pur- 
suivant, shall be those usually incumbent on 
those officers. : 

The Grand Tyler’s duty is to guard the door 
of the Grand Lodge on the outside; to serve 
notices, and summon the Grand Lodge when 
required; and to attend to such other duties as 
may appertain to his office. 

Sec. 7. The duty of the Finance Committee is 
to audit all bills presented for payment; they 
shall examine the accounts of the Grand Secre- 
tary and Grand Treasurer, and, previous to the 
regular communications of the Grand Lodge, 
they shall estimate the expenses for the sueceed- 
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ing six months, and assess the same pro rata on 
each subordinate Lodge, according to the num- 
ber of members returned by them in their last 
annual report, and furnish the same to the Grand 
Secretary, who shall notify each Lodge of the 
amount of their assessment, which is to beimme- 
diately paid. 


ARTICLE IIL 
OF SUBORDINATE LODGES. 


Secrroy 1, Lodges under this jurisdiction 
numbering fifty members or less, shall be repre- 
sented in this Grand Lodge by their P. M. Mas- 
ters and Wardens; and for every additional 
twenty-five members they shall elect at their 
meeting, immediately preceding the regular 
communication of the Grand Lodge in June, an 
additional representative to serve one year. 

Seo. 2. Each subordinate Lodge shall haye 
full power to make its own By-Laws, and to re- 
ceive and dispose of its own funds, and to con- 
duet all its own affairs so long as it does not con- 
flict with the ancient constitution and usages of 
the order, this constitution, or the mode of work 
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adopted by this Grand Lodge; but no Lodge 
shall initiate, pass, and raise any candidate for a 
Jess sum than ten dollars. ; 

Src. 8. The Officers of subordinate Lodges 
shall be annually chosen by ballot, at the meet- 
ing next preceding the festival of St. John the 
Evangelist; and it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary to transmit to the Grand Secretary a cer- 
tifieate of such election without delay. 

Sec. 4. Each subordinate Lodge shall annu- 
ally make returns to the Grand Secretary, on the 
first day of June, of all members in good stand- 
ing; of all candidates initiated, passed, and 
raised, and of all members suspended or expelled; 
together with the place of residence of each 
member. 


ARTICLE Ivy. 
OF AMENDMENTS. 


The Grand Lodge may, at any regular 
communication, make such rules and particular 
regulations for its government, or that of its 
subordinates, as may be deemed necessary; pro- 
yiding, however, that all motions to amend, alter, 











